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making of toys, suggested in courses of study for elementary
grades in leading educational systems of the country.2 Chil-
dren, however, play with some kinds of toys or a substitute for
them, and many children spend a great deal of money on toys.
Schools should help children set standards for their purchase
and use.
Teachers of very young children have capitalized on the
value of large and small manipulative toys. Teachers of the
primary grades have helped the children construct papier-
mache or stuffed figures for their puppet shows to make the
dramatic presentation of their stories more realistic. The
construction of articles in the industrial arts and crafts shops
has been expanded from the making of articles useful in the
home to include, for the later primary groups, the making of
pens for pets, boats to float or sail, planes to fly, or wooden
toys for a brother or sister. In certain schools used toys are
repaired in the crafts shop, and repainted by their owners, in
whatever grade they may happen to be; this offers opportunity
for originality in the use of paints and color combinations.
Homemade toys may be as desirable as bought ones if they
stir the child to creative activities. Drums, rattles, jigsaw
puzzles, broomstick horses, barns, doll beds, carriages, trains,
and other toys can be made in school and their appeal to chil-
dren can be tested in the nursery school or primary classes.
The older pupils are frequently inspired to reproduce school-
made toys at home, as they can be made from boxes, cartons,
and other simple^materials.
Pupils of the intermediate and upper elementary years usu-
ally are interested in making a study of toys because they are
still using, buying, or making them for themselves. They
need help if they are to discover what makes toys and play-
things good or poor, safe or harmful; what ones are suitable
for children of diffefrent ages; what the child seeks through his
playthings; and what kinds stimulate him to try new kinds of
creative and imitative activities.                     *
2 Roth Wood Gavian, Education for Ecooomic Competence, p. 97.